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LEOPARD

FORMATION OF AN
ACTIVE NETWORK
BETWEEN TECHNICAL
EXPERTS AND LOCAL
ACTIVISTS IN
LEOPARD HABITATS
FOR ESTABLISHING
PRIORITIES FOR
PARTICIPATORY
CONSERVATION OF
THE PERSIAN
LEOPARD IN IRAN

A project is undertaken
since November 2011 to
establish an active
network of local
activists, experts and
relative people for
participatory
conservation, research
and status monitoring of
the endangered Persian
leopard in Iran. The
project has been leaded
by Arezoo Sanei, Asian
Leopard Specialist
Society supported by

GEF Small Grants

Program at UNDP and
conducted in co-
operation with the
Department of
Environment of Iran.
Various programs were
involved in the project
which also include
establishment of the
Persian Leopard Online
Portal, Regional
Workshops and assessing
conservation priorities of
the leopards in Iran.
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An Advocacy
Program to address
participatory
conservation of the
Persian leopard in
Iran

During the Regional Workshops,
we planned to identify and
acknowledge local persons who
had actively participate in the
Persian leopard conservation in
their regions. We identified and
acknowledged 6 persons from
Boushehr, Ghazvin, North
Khorasan, West Azarbaijan and

Golestan provinces. The program

was well supported and

continued by Media and social
networks as well as other
organizations. The message was
the fact that together with legal
penalties for wildlife crimes, we
acknowledge local communities
for saving our national heritage,

the Persian leopard.
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www.Persian-leopard.com

Persian Leopard
Online Portal

An Innovative
Online
Recording
System

An innovative online
recording system was
established to bring all the
people related to the
Persian leopard
conservation and research
in various regions of Iran
together to conduct
periodical status
assessment of the leopards
across its entire range in
Iran and participatory
research and conservation
activities (<www.Persian-
leopard.com>).
Registration in the portal
is upon invitation;
however, everyone
interested to join the
group can fill up the form
available on the portal.
Membership will yet
remain to acceptance of
the requests on the basis
of individuals’ knowledge
f/influence/skills and
expertise to participate in
leopard research and
conservation in a region.
The portal is already
endorsed by the
Department of
Environment and is
included in the
Conservation Road Map
of Cats of Iran.

So far, more than 1000
persons has requested or
invited to register in the
Persian Leopard Online
Portal. Members are from
all the provinces of the
country and a wide range
of expertise and local
knowledge which provide
a high potential to actively
participate and establish
leopard programs in the
country.
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